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Achievement First Public Charter Schools Earn Top Grades on 
New York City 2011 Progress Reports

All Achievement First Schools Rank in Upper Quartile

September 26, 2011 – Brooklyn, NY – Achievement First, a college-preparatory network of public charter schools in New York and Connecticut, congratulates today all of its eligible charters that earned top grades on the New York City 2011 Progress Reports: AF Endeavor (grade A), AF Bushwick (grade A), AF Crown Heights (grade A) and AF East New York (grade A). 

Here are the specific percentile results for AF New York schools:

· Achievement First Endeavor – 96th percentile 

· Achievement First Bushwick – 95th percentile 

· Achievement First Crown Heights – 86th percentile 

· Achievement First East New York – 75th percentile 

In addition to Achievement First’s excellent overall grades and percentile rankings, AF Crown Heights excelled against its peers and the city average in Core Course measurements around rigorous classroom work. AF Crown Heights boasts a combined average of 96 percent for its students in sixth through eighth grades who received a passing mark in a full-year course in English, math, science and social studies; the combined average for its peer group is 85.5 percent and for the city is 83.7 percent.

Among individual Achievement First schools, Achievement First Bushwick Middle School outpaced its peer group and the city average in the number of eighth graders who earned high school credit with 84.6 percent. The peer average is 18.4 percent and the city average is 18.3 percent. The middle school also achieved 100 percent proficiency in math on the 2011 New York state test, which is comparable or outpaces affluent districts such as Rye.

About Achievement First
The mission of Achievement First is to close the achievement gap and deliver on the promise of equal educational opportunity for all children, regardless of race, economic status or zip code. With its college-preparatory focus, the Achievement First approach is attaining breakthrough academic gains throughout its network of 20 public charter schools. In the 2011-12 academic year, Achievement First is educating nearly 6,200 children in historically low-performing and underserved neighborhoods in Connecticut and New York. 

Achievement First’s approach to teaching and learning enables every student to succeed at the highest levels. This involves:

· Providing students with more time on task and intense intervention when they are struggling so that no child falls through the cracks.

· Recruiting and developing successful teachers and school leaders and empowering them to use student data to strategically drive instruction.

· Creating a joyful school culture where it is “cool to be smart” that emphasizes character education and focuses students on college.

For more information about Achievement First, please visit www.achievementfirst.org.
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