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 College Readiness Lesson Plans Unit: 4     Standard:  3      IA Cycle: 3

	Teacher: 
	Date: 
	Coach: M. Holland
	Submission Date: 

	AIMS for the class (on the board before class starts):

· CRSWBAT define the term “best fit” and explain how it relates to selecting a summer program


· CRSWBAT evaluate scholar case files and explain which program those scholars are best suited for
	EXIT SLIP / Assessment of FIRM MASTERY of the Aims:

1. What does the term “best fit” mean? How does it relate to selecting a “best fit” summer program? Please answer in two complete sentences.
 
2. Why is it sometimes a struggle for scholars to see what is the “best fit” for them?  Please answer in two complete sentences. 

3. What are the benefits of the “best fit” selection model? How can this be a positive impact on a scholar’s life? Please answer in two complete sentences.

	AGENDA with times for each item (on board before class starts):

1. Hook: Life Is Not Fair          7 minutes
2. INM: Get Fit                      12 minutes

3. GP: Have A Fit                   7 minutes

4. IP: Fit*Tastic Practice       13 minutes
5. Exit Slip                                5 minutes
	IA Questions that correspond to lesson: 

· Question 22
· Question 23 

· Please see Unit 4 or IA 3 for questions

	2) Hook / Interesting Idea 7 minutes
Life Is Not Fair

What is the hardest decision you have ever had to make? Describe that situation. What happened? What did you decide? What were the consequences (good or bad) of that decision? Please respond in a minimum of 6 complete sentences. 

· Scholars should share out to the whole class once (teacher can use popsicle sticks for random name generator).


	3) Students go over the AIMS and AGENDA for the class (on the board) 30 seconds to 1 minute

	4) Intro to New Material (“I”) 12 minutes
Get Fit                      
1,     What does the term “best fit” mean?


Financial

Academic

Social

· What kind of scholarship is the school offering?
· What kind of loans do they have available?

· What kind of money are they expecting me to contribute?

· How much money is it really feasible for my family to contribute?
· What am I interested in studying?
· What kind of academic programs do they have?

· What kind of educational opportunities does this school offer?

· What kind of academic supports do they have available?
· What kind of a social experience am I looking for in college?
· What kind of people do I want to meet/what do I want to get involved in?

· What does this college have to offer in terms of clubs/organizations/ activities?
2.     Why is the concept of a “best fit” school positive? 


3.     Why do you think it might be hard for scholars in their senior year to choose a “best fit” school over their dream school? 
4. What could happen if a scholar decides to attend a school that isn’t a “best fit” school?


5. What advice would you give to someone who is considering choosing a school that isn’t a “best fit” school? 

6. According a study in 2010, only 8% of low income scholars across the country graduated college in six years. What is the connection between that statistic and the concept of “best fit” schools?

	5) Guided Practice (“We”) 7 minutes
Have A Fit       
Directions: Scholars will use their brilliant minds to read and annotate the Summer Program profiles and scholar profiles. Using their new knowledge of the “best fit” concept, they will select the program that is the “best fit” for each of these scholars and explain what lead them to believe that program was the “best fit.” 

**Please see Unit 4, LP 3 Ancillary document for profiles**

· The teacher will walk scholars through their “meta” process for evaluating which scholar is best suited for each program. Scholars should evaluate what kind of a financial aid package the program is offering v. what the scholar needs; what the social dynamics are like v. what the scholar is like/looking for; what kind of academic focus the program has v. scholar interest. 
The answer: for Summer Program 1, Penn State is Jimmy. 
            

	6) Way to Check for Understanding before Independent Practice 1-3 minutes (proceed only if class masters)

1. Why do you think some scholars find the concept of “best fit” to be difficult? Scholars find the “best fit” concept difficult because it’s a difficult thing to weigh something you have been dreaming about and thinking about for a long time against the reality of the factors that we are given to deal with in life. Maybe you don’t get into your dream school, but you get admitted to a lot of other really great ones—does that mean you’ve been unsuccessful? No. Maybe you get into your dream school but they don’t offer you enough money and you can’t get a loan…but you did get into another good school that has offered you enough money so that you could earn your degree. Does this mean you haven’t been successful? No. It means you are making a mature, rational choice based on the reality of the conditions of your college acceptances. 
2. Why are we learning about the “best fit” concept? Why does our school promote it? We are learning about the “best fit” concept because it’s important to be ready to make a mature, rational decision about our Summer Programs and, eventually, our college selection. By establishing what is reasonable now, before you are emotionally involved, means you will have a better mindset about making those choices later on when the stakes are much higher. 
3. What are the three things to consider when deciding if a program is a “best fit” for you? The three things that go into considering whether a school is a “best fit” for you are to look at what the school has to offer in terms of academics, finances and social dynamics. 

	7) Independent (or pair / small group) Practice (“You”): 13 minutes
Fit*Tastic Practice       
Scholars will complete the remainder of the worksheet on their own. At the end, scholars will share their answers via white board. 

Answer Key
Pre-College Summer Program

Scholar Profiles

Answers

1

Penn State Summer Science

A

Zane

1/D

2

MITES (MIT Engineering Summer Program)

B

Angela

2/A

3

US Coast Guard AIM Program

C

Devon

3/F

4

Bryn Mawr Summer Arts

D

Jimmy

4/E

5

Ithaca College Summer Program

E

Carla

5/B

6

Howard Summer Program

F

Michael

6/C



	8) Exit Slip / Final Assessment of FIRM MASTERY of the Aim:  5 minutes
 
1. What does the term “best fit” mean? How does it relate to selecting a “best fit” summer program? Please answer in two complete sentences. The term “best fit” refers to something that is the right financial, social and academic fit for a scholar. The idea of “best fit” relates to Summer Programs because it helps give scholars a realistic point of view about what would be best for them. 
 

2. Why is it sometimes a struggle for scholars to see what is the “best fit” for them?  Please answer in two complete sentences. The concept of “best fit” can be difficult for scholars because they probably have a dream school in mind that wouldn’t fit the profile. It can be hard to accept that there are many different places that you can be happy when you have had your heart set on one for so long. 


3. What are the benefits of the “best fit” selection model? How can this be a positive impact on a scholar’s life? Please answer in two complete sentences.
With only 8% of low income scholars finishing college inside of 6 years, it’s important to consider every aspect of the college experience and make sure that you are set-up for success. If any aspect of the “best fit model” falters, then there is the potential for trouble at college; for example, if it’s a school that fits socially and academically but not financially, then it’s probably not a good idea to  get involved with a school that you ultimately can’t afford. 

	Lesson Reflection

	What percentage of students mastered the aims: _____

Did at least 85% of students master the aim? If not, why not? What are the common errors students are making? How would I change this lesson? Do I need to target any scholars for remediation?
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