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AF AHS Summer Programs: What If?

· What if a scholar wants to come home/is homesick?
It is going to happen at some point that a scholar is going to get homesick. Summer Programs are new environments where everyone is a stranger and nothing feels comforting or familiar. One of the core values that we work to instill in our scholars is independence, and a big part of being independent is working to make every new opportunity count as much as possible. This is also similar to what scholars will be facing when they go away to college! Coming home if you are homesick will not help you to gain any independence, nor will you have sufficiently completed your program. If a scholar is homesick, they should try scheduling daily Skype dates/phone times with their parents, parents should send care packages and scholars should try to plan some specific times to hang out with their new friends. There is no point in going away, nor will a scholar have learned everything that they need to learn, if they turn around and come home or hide in their dorm room! Summer Programs are typically as great as we make them. 

· What if a scholar gets in trouble at their program?
“Trouble” is a very relative term. If a scholar gets into a minor issue at their program, the program has their own internal system that will deal with the issue. If the problem is serious enough to warrant the scholar being sent home, then AFAHS will step in and try to help mediate the problem. If the problem cannot be solved and the scholar is indeed sent home, then the scholar will not have completed their summer program and they will need to re-pay the school the amount of their scholarship. Additionally, they would not be eligible for any future off-site programs coordinated by AFAHS or be eligible for any future scholarships. 

· What if a scholar doesn’t get along with their roommate?
To be honest, at one time or another, the scholar isn’t going to like their roommate—even if it’s their best friend! This is another way that scholars can show independence; dealing with a difficult situation like this can really help someone grow and learn a great deal about communication and self-advocacy. A scholar should be encouraged to deal with the situation themselves by politely but clearly communicating with their roommate. If that doesn’t work, the scholar should approach their Dorm Advisor about having mediation with their roommate. If these steps have been followed and the problem is severe enough to warrant further action, please reach out to Ms. Holland at AFAHS.

· What if a scholar has a family emergency back in New Haven?
The family should reach out to Ms. Holland to decide what steps need to be taken; if the scholar can remain at the program, counseling can be arranged so the scholar is able to cope with the issue. If the scholar needs to leave, that can be arranged as well.
· What if the scholar gets sick and can’t complete the program?
If a scholar is gravely ill, they are not expected to complete their program. The level of sickness that would excuse a scholar from completing a summer program would require sufficient documentation (a doctor’s note, etc.) in order to verify the scholar’s illness. There are a significant amount of medical papers that we file with each of the programs, so hopefully everyone will be in good health!

· What if the program experiences an emergency (fire, hurricane, etc.)
The summer programs that we partner with are staffed by highly trained individuals who understand that it is their duty to follow protocol in order to ensure the safety of our scholars. In the very unlikely event of such an emergency, the program will call a scholar’s parents to plan what next steps should be taken. 
· What if a parent shows up at the program without notifying Ms. Holland?
It is absolutely fine to make plans to visit your scholar once at their program—take them off-campus for a meal, help them do laundry, etc. That’s just like what happens at college and it would probably help the scholar deal with any homesickness they might be feeling. While visiting is good, frequent visiting might take away from the purpose of the program, which is to help scholars foster independence. There are typically planned Parent’s Weekend where the program makes arrangements to accommodate parents on-campus and show off what scholars have been working on!

· What if the scholar has financial troubles (runs out of spending money) while away?
We are so proud of our scholars for getting into their summer programs, which is why AFAHS is pleased to be able to provide scholarships to scholars who go to pre-college programs. That being said, scholars and their families are responsible for transportation expenses and spending money. If a scholar runs out of spending money, they should reach out to their parents. If the parent would like to discuss the situation with Ms. Holland, then they should definitely give me a call so we can solve the problem together. If scholars run out of money and they are calling Ms. Holland because they are too scared to call their parents, they will not receive assistance from Ms. Holland until they discuss the situation with their parents. 

· What if the scholar can’t arrange transportation or the transportation plan falls through? What if there is an incident that prevents them from getting to their program on time (car accident, etc)?
AFAHS understands that, even with the best of planning, things fall through. It is important that you decide on a transportation plan as soon as possible. Leaving it until the last minute only increases the likelihood that something will go wrong! After that, if something should go wrong, please reach out to Ms. Holland. 
· What if a scholar is unresponsive to Ms. Holland’s phone calls?
Scholars should understand that while we are so excited for them to go away and have wonderful new experiences, communication lines between them and Ms. Holland need to remain open at all times. Every scholar will get a courtesy phone call at the start of their program and in the middle of their program, just so Ms. Holland can check on them, see if they need anything and ensure that they are enjoying their program. If a scholar is unresponsive to Ms. Holland’s calls, Ms. Holland will call their program and have them tracked down. In the event that a scholar and their program are totally unresponsive, Ms. Holland will get in the car and drive to your program and find you. It is imperative that scholars return Ms. Holland’s call/send her an e-mail as soon as they possibly can after the call. Communication is vital to ensuring that Ms. Holland is doing her job correctly and helping scholars to enjoy their programs as much as possible. In the event that Ms. Holland has to go rogue and track a scholar down, please know that scholar is putting themselves in a position to be ineligible for future AFAHS scholarships. 

· What if there’s an event the scholar is unprepared for such as a formal dance, etc. because they didn’t pack what they needed?
Part of feeling prepared for a program and being happy there is paying attention to the things listed on the program packing list. Each packet emailed to scholars and parents contains the program website that should list out everything a scholar will need. One way that scholars will feel less homesick is if they feel really included and they have everything they need for all of the events that will happen at their programs!

· What if the scholar doesn’t write thank you notes?
All scholars who receive scholarships from AFAHS are required to write thank you notes to their program and their benefactors. We will have a “thank you note party” when scholars get back to school in the fall, so they do not have to worry about doing this on their own. However, in the event that scholars refuse to write thank you notes, they will be ineligible for future scholarships from AFAHS. 


Scholar Summer Program Contact Information

Name of Program: ____________________________________________

Address to mail packages: _____________________________________

Name of Contact @ Program: __________________________________
Phone Number for Program Contact: ___________________________

Date of Parent Weekend: ______________________________________



